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UM RECEIVES $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  GRANT FOR BICYCLE-SAFETY PROJECT 
MISSOULA —
Backed by a $10,000 grant from the Montana Highway Traffic Safety 
Office, the University of Montana has launched a project aimed at making 
the streets safer for bicyclists.
The project, headed by Ken Willett, UM safety and security manager, will 
focus primarily on developing bicycle-safety materials for adults.
"There are plenty of materials out there on bicycle safety," Willett 
says. "But too many of them are geared to children. And they're not the ones 
who are out on the highways getting hit by semis."
The university has subcontracted with the city of Missoula Bicycle 
Program to develop a bicycle-safety handbook that will cover topics such as 
traffic laws, theft prevention and road-riding techniques.
"We plan to produce a professional piece of documentation that will be a 
useful reference book for college students and all adult bicyclists," Willett 
says.
Other joint projects will include producing public-service announcements, 
advertisements and displays promoting bicycle safety.
John Williams, Missoula Bicycle Program coordinator, sees a real need for 
a bicycle-safety project in Missoula.
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"There's a lot of evidence that UM students are involved in a lot of 
the car-bike accidents in town," he says. "One of the big problems is that 
the rules we learn as children don't apply to adults riding in traffic on 10- 
or 15-speed bikes."
The Bicycle Program estimates that about half of all UM students ride 
bikes to school at least occasionally —  which amounts to between 4,000 and 
5,000 bicyclists. Analyzing nearly 160 accident reports, the Bicycle Program 
found that about 40 percent of all car/bike crashes in Missoula involved 
bicyclists between the ages of 20 and 29.
A study conducted by the Missoula City/County Health Department also 
reported that nearly 50 percent of Missoula-area residents own bicycles, which 
works out to almost 30,000 bicycles.
Willett says the handbook should be completed by the end of May. The 
university will print 10,000 copies for distribution at UM, he says, and 
future possibilities include giving the manual to the other colleges in the 
Montana State University System and selling it nationally.
